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Livelihood implications: 
  Crop farmers who have completely lost their income 
for the season will be unable to replant for the coming 
season. Credit ceiling for farmers to buy inputs from 
suppliers will decrease or completely halt as farmers have 
lost all or partial income for the season.  

 
 Floods have blocked irrigation networks of open field 
farmers and will require repair. In the North West Bank 
where floods was strongest most farmers will require 
complete rehabilitation of land. 

 
Losses  for greenhouse farmers range from 2400 NIS for 
plastic ceiling to a total of 40,000 NIS if they completely 
lost their greenhouses.  

 
 Herders will face increasing livestock fatalities and 
morbidity due to cold weather conditions if emergency 
response does not take place to protect their animals and 
will result in the following : 
  Decrease of milk production among ewes due to cold 
weather shock in the current lambing season  
There is a high risk of diarrhea among small lambs aged 
between 1 day to 1 & 1/2 months. 

  
 Despite the limited size of rangelands, destruction of 
cereal crops from floods will reduce purchasing power for 
those who harvest cereals for animal feed. 
 
The current low price of meat will mean herders will 
take risks of exposing their herds to harsh conditions by 
forgoing on shelter needs as they are unable to afford the 
replacement of shelters. 

Current Situation: 
 Strongest recorded winter storm in recent 
decades in the West Bank and Gaza Strip brought 
rainfall exceeding between 95% to 177% in the 
West Bank and 70% to 119% in the Gaza Strip of 
the normal for the same period.  
 MoA reported an estimated 5,700 dunums of 
partially or completely damaged greenhouse and 
open field crop farms and 660 animal sheds 
throughout the West Bank. In the Gaza Strip, 
around 3089 dunums of greenhouses, 16,800 
poultry birds, 43 sheep and 130 animals sheds 
were reportedly destroyed. 
Approximately 3500 farmer households (19,250 
beneficiaries) will require emergency food 
assistance. Final needs assessment figures will be 
provided by the Palestinian Authority.  

 
 
Photo: Flood in Sanur Plains, 2013 

Sector Response: 
Preventing additional loss to herders and Bedouins, the livestock working group headed by the Ministry of 
Agriculture, is planning an immediate response which will include the rehabilitation of damaged animal sheds and 
the provision of vitamins and medicine to prevent additional animal deaths. Available funds to cover the cost of 
human shelter and animal shed is an estimated USD 100,000 (likely insufficient) and expected cost for animal 
health is USD 70,000.  
This immediate response will be followed by rehabilitation activities in the other agricultural sectors such as 
greenhouses, open fields and fisheries. National and international actors have diverted resources from ongoing 
operations to respond to herders’ most pressing needs. The Ministry of Agriculture has initiated the procurement 
of greenhouse rehabilitation materials for the West Bank.  
 To meet immediate food assistance needs, food and food vouchers have been provided to 5,735 people in 
Tulkarem, Qalqiliya, Hebron, Jerusalem and Salfit, in close cooperation with local authorities. Expected cost is USD 
150,000.  
Farming families who need assistance due to damaged agricultural assets will be provided with a one-off food 
assistance. Expected cost is USD 700,000.  
The food security sector held an emergency session with the Palestinian Authority and is maintaining a sector-
wide matrix on needs and response.  












